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Didaktik slawischer Sprachen

Sonja Bacher, Innsbruck University, Austria

TikTok in the Russian Language Classroom

A Best Practice Example for A2+/B1 Level

This best practice example illustrates how social media content, more precisely a TikTok video and users’
comments, can be incorporated into Russian language teaching at the level A2+/B1. The presented activ-
ities aim to integrate different communication modes such as mediation, audiovisual reception, produc-
tion and interaction and develop students’ digital media literacy, linguistic, sociolinguistic and intercul-
tural competences. Following a brief introduction, the article explores didactic considerations related to
the previously mentioned skills and competences. The paper closes with some final remarks on this best
practice example. The printable ready-to-use worksheet is provided at the end of this paper.

Keywords: social media, integrated skills practice, digital media literacy, colloquial Russian, intercultural
competence

Dieses Best Practice Beispiel zeigt, wie soziale Medien, genauer gesagt, ein TikTok Video und Kommentare
von Nutzer*innen in den Russischunterricht auf A2+/B1 Niveau integriert werden kénnen. Die Aufgaben-
stellungen des Beispiels zielen auf die Integration verschiedener Kommunikationsmodi wie z.B. der Medi-
ation, audiovisuellen Rezeption, Produktion und Interaktion ab. Gleichzeitig fordern sie die digitale Medi-
enkompetenz der Russischlernenden sowie linguistische, soziolinguistische und interkulturelle Kompeten-
zen. Im Anschluss an die kurze Einfiihrung werden didaktische Uberlegungen zu den angefiihrten Sprach-
aktivitaten und Kompetenzen angestellt. Der Artikel schlieRBt mit einem kurzen Fazit. Die Kopiervorlage
des Arbeitsblatts befindet sich am Ende des Beitrages.

Keywords: Soziale Medien, integrierte Fertigkeiten, digitale Medienkompetenz, russische Umgangsspra-
che, interkulturelle Kompetenz

1. Introduction

Nowadays social media form an integral part of everyday life. Especially younger generations,
often referred to as digital natives, cannot imagine a life without smartphones and social media
applications such as YouTube, Snapchat, Instagram, TikTok, BeReal, Spotify, and Whatsapp (cf.
Bacher, 2022, 133; mpfs, 2022, 20, 28; Tirney, 19.05.2023). Hence, it seems quite natural to
incorporate carefully selected social media content into the foreign language classroom along-
side traditional formats. What is more, school syllabi and university curricula® stipulate the em-
ployment of audiovisual and digital media (e.g. films, video and online material) considering the
primacy of didactics (cf. BMBWF AHS, 2023, 69, 70, 174, 175; BMBWF HAK, 2014, 2, 7, 29; Au-
tonome Provinz BZ, 2021, 10, 38). Undeniably, social media offer a wide array of language learn-

! The new Austrian university curricula for teaching Russian as a foreign language are scheduled for pub-
lication in 2025/26. They place a strong emphasis on digitalisation and the development of students’ dig-
ital literacy skills.
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ing materials that can be used to develop different modes of communication, facilitate intercul-
tural and global learning, and promote digital media literacy (cf. Byram, 2021; CEFR, 2018;
United Nations, n.d.). Study findings suggest that social media can make language learning more
current, authentic and motivating (cf. Bacher, 2022, 141-142). Given the limited availability of
Russian language learning materials specifically designed to engage with social media content,
this paper aims to provide Russian language teachers with a theoretically grounded, ready-
made, easy-to-use example (cf. ibid., 142, 143). The best practice example illustrates how social
media content — specifically, a TikTok clip and its comments — can be effectively integrated into
an A2+/B1-level Russian language classroom, meeting key didactic requirements. As the users’
comments contain colloquial and connotative lexis, the example is intended for adult learners
of Russian in various institutional settings (e.g., at universities or adult education centres). In the
Austrian and South Tyrolean school context, Russian language learners typically reach the
A2+/B1 level only in upper secondary school, usually between the ages of 17 and 19. Therefore,
the example can also be employed with this target group to foster communicative competences
and sociolinguistic awareness. It is to be noted that the example has been trialled with university
students and adapted to meet specific didactic objectives, learner needs and preferences.* The
next section will provide a detailed discussion of the didactic considerations related to the best
practice example. The printable worksheet is provided at the end of this contribution.

2. Didactic Considerations

The best practice example consists of six activities that target specific didactic aims. Most of the
presented tasks are designed to be conducted in pairs or small groups to increase speaking time
on the one hand (cf. Thaler, 2012, 186-187), and to foster mediation skills on the other. Accord-
ing to the CEFR (2018, 104), Collaborating in a Group: Facilitating Collaborative Interaction with
Peers, Mediating a Text: Expressing a Personal Response to Creative Texts and Analysis and Crit-
icism of Creative Texts are to be considered mediating tasks. Besides engaging in pair and group
work activities, students are required to express their own opinion, and critically reflect and
comment on the provided social media content (Activities 2, 4 and 5).

Apart from mediation, students’ speaking skills are developed through the first four tasks. The
primary focus is on spoken interaction (cf. CEFR, 2018). In groups, learners are required to an-
swer questions about their individual preferences and ways of using social media, discuss the
pros and cons of TikTok (Activity 1 and Activity 2), and summarise the contents of the video
(Activity 3). The word banks provided in Activities 1 and 3, along with the incomplete pros and

2 Ready-made Russian language learning materials, incorporating social media content or video clips, are
also presented in the works of Binder and Kaltseis (2025) as well as Gelfreykh & Niznik (2022).

3 E.g., 6yxams which in this context means heavy drinking.

4 The students highlighted the authenticity and relevance of using TikTok content in the Russian language
classroom. Moreover, they described the activities as engaging and the video as motivating. A few stu-
dents encountered some difficulties using appropriate lexical items in speech and understanding collo-
quial expressions. Consequently, some instructions were refined and scaffolding (i.e. word banks, pros
and cons list) enhanced.
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cons list in Activity 2, serve as scaffolding to help students express themselves and reinforce
vocabulary (cf. Meyer et al., 2022, 213).
Additionally, several activities aim to enhance the (critical) digital media literacy of Russian lan-
guage learners. Besides discussing the advantages and disadvantages of TikTok, students should
answer questions such as Bbi yxce c030a8as1u U 8bIK1A0bIBAAU 8UOEO UAU KOHMeHM 8 TUKTOK?
Mouemy (da/Hem)? and Bl 661 TocmMompesnu 8udeo maxkozo podd 8 peasbHOU HU3HU, m.e. 8He
ypoka? Moyemy?. Furthermore, students are required to write their comments in reaction to the
users’ comments (see Activity 6). According to the Digital Competence Framework for Educators
(2017, 22, 23, 69-75, 77-87), the described activities correspond to the competence areas Em-
powering Learners and Facilitating Learners’ Digital Competence. In this example, digital tech-
nologies are integrated into pedagogical strategies to foster creative expression and learners’
active engagement with specific subject matter, opening learning to new, real-world contexts
(cf. Punie & Redecker, 2017, 22).
Some activities also target audiovisual and written reception alongside students’ intercultural
and sociolinguistic competences (cf. CEFR, 2018; Meyer et al., 2022, 54, 276). In Activity 3, stu-
dents view the TikTok video ... u cHosa EAHA! that deals with the process of having sauna, i.e.
6aHsa.”> The fact that a cat is the main protagonist might add to the amusement and motivation
of Russian language learners.® Through this video and the questions accompanying it, students
acquire culture-specific knowledge (savoir) (cf. Byram, 2021, 21, 44; Meyer et al., 2022, 9), more
precisely sociocultural knowledge about social conventions and ritual behaviour (cf. CEFR, 2001,
101-103). In Activity 5, the user’s comment Xo3sauH: Moxem 800Ku? [...] Bcex ¢ néakum
napom!!! is an allusion to the Soviet film Uporua Cydebei, uau C nézkum napom! (1975). As is
tradition, the main character, Zhenya, and friends go to the banya on New Year’s Eve. After a
few too many drinks, they mistakenly send Zhenya to the airport, where he ends up boarding a
flight to Leningrad. He finds himself spending New Year’s Eve in a stranger’s apartment with
someone else’s fiancée. This allusion in the TikTok video could be made explicit by the teacher
to facilitate intercultural learning.
The sociolinguistic competence of students is developed in Activities 3, 5 and 6. Understanding
colloquial Russian might be rather challenging for students who are traditionally exposed to the
standard variety of the target language (cf. Stadler & Kaltseis, 2024). Derivations from the norm,
colloquial lexis and altered spelling pose only some of the challenges to students. Hence, and in
terms of authenticity, it is vital to also implement colloquial Russian in the language classroom.
The TikTok video and users’ comments contain elements that are characteristic of colloquial
speech as exemplified here:

e frequent word repetitions (e.g. 4a, 0a, da, 3axoou!; Bcé, ecé, ecé, acé!)

e interjections (e.g. Ol, Oo, Xaxaxa)

e particles (e.g. yx(, ecaub, nolioémme, He mo)

5> See also Dekoder special: https://specials.dekoder.org/banja/

51t should be noted that the cat in the video was not harmed. As a long-term cat owner and an ordinary
member of the local animal shelter, | would never use a video if | believed an animal had been treated
inappropriately. Considering the nature of cats, it is worth mentioning that they tend to act on their own
terms and rarely do anything they do not want to. However, if you feel that the video might cause offence
to any of your students, you may need to consider an alternative option.
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e colloquial, connotative, and semantically loaded lexis (e.g. ymopa, 6pamaH, 6yxame,
MOYHSAK, Ky35)

e suffixes such as -ouKa, -oueHKy (e.g. Mapus104YKa, MOMUXOHEYKY)

e missing punctuation and spelling mistakes (kom »ueém aymuwe yem 5 [sic!])

These aspects should be discussed in class before students proceed to create their own collo-
quial comments (see Activity 6). Nevertheless, linguistic accuracy should not be neglected. The
teacher should make students aware of any grammatical, semantic, punctuation or spelling er-
rors in their comments. As a follow-up to Activity 6, further differences between the standard
variety and colloquial Russian could be addressed (see e.g., Stadler & Kaltseis, 2024).

3. Conclusion

The presented example meets various didactic requirements. Besides integrating different com-
munication modes (e.g., mediation, reception, interaction, production), the learners’ digital me-
dia literacy, linguistic, sociolinguistic, and intercultural competences are developed through the
given activities. The structure and task types of this best practice example could serve as a model
for dealing with social media content in the Russian language classroom. The video and com-
ments can essentially be replaced, and the activities (such as questions and word banks) adapted
to fit new content requirements. Nevertheless, it should be emphasised that this example illus-
trates just one of many ways to incorporate digital media content into the Russian language
classroom at the A2+/B1 level. In the context of Russian language teaching, future research
should place greater emphasis on effective strategies for integrating digital media content into
the classroom. Undoubtedly, there is an urgent need to develop more practical, high-quality,
ready-to-use teaching materials tailored to social media. Consequently, this would help reduce
the workload of Russian language teachers and cater to authentic classroom environments (cf.
Bacher, 2022, 141-143). In conclusion, this paper aims to make a small contribution towards
addressing the above-mentioned desideratum.
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Pabouunit nucr

3apaHue 1: B cerogHsAwHee BpeMa Mosiodble AN YACTO NONb3YIOTCA COUMANbHBIMU CETAMU.
MopaboTaiTe ¢ NapTHEPOM. CKaXKMTe, KaKMMU COLCETAMM U MECCeHarKepaMu Bbl NOb3yeTech
1 ans verd. JaHHble HUXKe C10Ba MOMOTYT Bam npu 3ToMm.

https://pixabay.com/de/photos/internet-whatsapp-smartphone-3113279/ (17.12.2024)

CnoBsa An1a cCnpasku:

deicbyK, BKOHTAKTe, IKc, MHcTarpam, K0Tbiob, Banbep, CKaiin, Batcan, ®eicbyk MécceHasep,
TukToK

no-/o6uWaTbca ¢ Kem-/1., No-/Becenintbcs, pa3Baéubca/pasBiekaTbes, OTBAEUYLCA/OTBAEKATLCA OT
yero-A., 0CTaTbCA/0CTaBATLCA Ha CBA3M, NOAYUYNTL/MONYYATb MHDOPMALMIO

+ Bawm naén ©

3apaHue 2: NopaboTaiiTe ¢ NapTHEPOM M OTBETbLTE Ha cnéaytolume Bonpochl.

1) Bbl MHOr o4 cmoTpUTe Baeo B TuKToKe? Ecam aa, 0 4ém onn? Ecan HeT, To novemy?

2) Bbl y»Ké CO34aBann v BbIKNAAbIBAN BMAEO UM KOHTEHT B TUKTOK? Mouemy (aa/HeT)? Kakoim
370 6bIN KOHTEHT? ©

3) B 4ém, no-saluemy, NAKCbl U MUHYCbl UCNONb30BaHUA TUKTOKA (CM. HIXKe)?

4) Kakoi KOHTEHT BaM 0COBEHHO HPABUTCA U NMoyemy?

Ona nacnupaumn’ ©

N

+ .
KpeaTiBHOe caMoBbIpaxKeéHue Pu1cK 3aBMCMMOCTH
Pa3HO06PA3HbIA KOHTEHT ®EéIKOBbIN KOHTEHT U
Bo3mMOXHOCTU A1a 06y4YéHusA AesnHdopmauma
CoumanbHoe B3aumoaencremne BAVAHME Ha KOHLEHTPALMIO

. )L g

7 Since 8doxHoseHue might be difficult for A2/B1 students to understand, the foreign word uxcnupayus
is used instead. The word e3aumodelicmesue could be explained by using the synonym ux#mepakyus.
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3apaHue 3: MocmoTpute BMAEO «... U cHOBa BAHA!», KoTOpoe 6b10 BblNOXKeEHO B TUKTOK
(https://www.tiktok.com/@andreymetlevskiy/video/7213470590437461249)%.  Bmecte ¢
napTHEPOM MepenaiiTe oCHOBHOE coaepyKaHue BuaeoctoxéTta. Chéayrolime BonpoCchbl MOMOryT
BaM Mpwu 3Tom.

\u—'\ -
https://pixabay.com/de/photos/bank-bl%C3%A4tter-kr%C3%A4uter-handt%C3%BCcher-6761313/ (17.12.2024)

1) O uém 3ToT BUAEOPONUK?

2) KTo rnasHbil repoin? Kak 30BYT rnaBHoOro repos?
3) Fae HaxoaaTcA repoun BUAEOPONNKA?

4) Yto nponcxdamT?

5) Kakie KomaHabl My>K4MHa AaET rnaBHOMY repoto?

CnoBa ana CnpaBKKU: NAPUTb KOrd-1. BEHUKOM, NapuTbca B 6aHe, MbiTbCA B H6aHe, Kynatbca B

CHery, 3aKanATbca nocne 6aHu

3agaHue 4: B rpynnax obcyguTe cnéaytolme Bonpochl.

1) Bbl 66l NTOCMOTPENM BMAEO0 TaKOro pdaa B PeasibHOM ¥K13HW, T.e. BHe ypoKa? MNouemy?

2) YTo HOBOrO WMAM MHTEPECHOTO Bbl Y3HANM M3 BUAEO? YTO BaM MOHPABMAOCHL, @ YTO He
NOHPABMNOCH?

3) Kakre Bonpdchl y Bac BO3HMKIM BO BPEMSA NPOCmMOTpa’?

3apaHune 5: MNpounTanTe HEKOTOPbIE KOMMEHTAPUU, KOTOpble ocTasnan nonbsosaTenn. O Yém
OHM NMWyT? YTO Bbl AYMaeTe 0 KOMMeHTapuax? MpounTaite KOMMeHTapuu ewé pas. ObpatTe
BHUMAHWE Ha OCOOHHOCTM pas3roBOpHON péun. BbigenuTe pasroBOpPHble BbIPAXKEHUA U
06bACHMTE, KaK Bbl MX MOHMMAETe. KaKue BblpakEHUA nan Gpasbl Bbl He NOHMMAETe?

8 To activate the subtitles for this video, click on the “CC” button in the lower-right corner and select
“Subtitles”.
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KoT He nocTpanan. OH npodpeccoHan B bade. Buneo mHe
npucnan Mo apyr) Kotel Toxe NBAT BaH 0a elweé 1 B... more

J1 opurMHaneHeli 3eyk - kak_tam v _bane

@ m @ 7 M seK °°@¢3¢

https:/fwww.tiktok.com/@kak_tam_v_banefvideo/7063.. Copy link

Comments (6617) Creator videos

solov'ev solo 62 rzn
Bbin Bl y MEHA Takod KOT, A Bkl U He keHuncA@ @ O

2022-2-... Reply 19.2K
kak_tam_v_bane - Creator
Xaxxaaxxax @ TouHAK )
2022-2-... Reply 1482

View 75 more ~

"MexaHur"

O B npownon xu3nmn " KOHKPETHBIM v
BPATAHOM" Bein. CayHel, 0EBOMKM.... 9732
2022-2-... Reply

kak_tam v _bane - Creator
Nyqwni kommeHTapui & v
2022-2-.. Reply 677

View 17 more

kak_tam v bane - Creator

“ PEBATA KOT HE MOW!! Kto npocun ero MPOATE, v
regopto OH HE MPOOAETCH! Xo3auH ero modut 5519
2022-2-.. Reply

View 43 replies

userl608882985615

eCnua eLue Oyxan,UeHsl Dbl He Bbino @ v

2022-2-... Reply 4220
kak_tam_v_bane - Creator
Xxaxaxa @ Q
2022-2-.. Reply 243

View 35 more
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https://www.tiktok.com/@kak_tam_v_bane/video/7063840845656591618?lang=en (22.10.2024).
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3apaHune 6: Kakoi KoMMmeHTapuii Bbl 6bl octaBuam? Moyemy? Hanuwmnte KOMMEHTApUN U
nocrapaiTtecb UCNG/b30BaTb Pa3roBOPHbIE BbIPAMKEHUSA.
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